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SirK!-LAjftT 


Rapid strides Hav© been made in ©dacaticni&’I and cultural affairs 
sine© li 'fTat: or*j but economic rec one t ruction demands i^reater e-Tforte 
and broader deve) opjnients in the(!»© fields. To assure the told© developroeTBt 
of educati-n, U is neces arv to h.-ve a farm ,^as;- of Ha,rxi sm-Lenism 
and Tse-tunf-T^s Ihinkln.? ' to our educate ('nal in^-ihodso 

Empirical rrjucAtion is a 3 t-r-bl i nr block to ednr, it tonal ex[*ansioTi and 
must eradicated.. Howev* r thin does not meim ve are opposflwi to 

pra. iica.i fx in Hd-jcallon, which is an entirely dif‘erent 

matter* 


Ehipiiicaj education is blind, narrow^ doctrinaire and disorgani-^co . 
These are. some of the m.'inifest.ations of ®Tjplrical ©ducatloni 
Advocates of empirical education smuply believe tlafc their subjective 
exi>€-ience in educational, work gives th«m a thorough under#' anding of 
educational, problem® and local conditi on®, ccsnsequfBntly t^ey conduct 
no Invest! gat. Ions or reweatreh^ It camot, however ^ be denied that 
Xhey liinpe some lUKle'etandlisg of local condltiosts and acrote educational 
experience. But ©ducatlonal of «a« particular period and 

knowledge of conditions in one area are not necessarily applicable 
at another time and place* becaus® these vary* Txscal © ducational 
cadree* especially amoog the older eosloere* have ahoaaa eerloe® de- 
vlatloos in this respect* Umg paj^clpatlon In r ev»iirtloi«y work 
wade thm indlffer«Bt t o research* and they actjuJlred a nar^w subjective 
outlook* This ehould he imestlgeted by sdneeUonal cadres* 
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A jmi^eldn in thf^ld 

l^atloni. 

1 December - PBOPLE<S EPDCATIOH 
Byt U Chihygh»ln 


SIIK!'1ARY 

Rapid strides havu been made In ediicationa’l and cultural affairs 
since li ''fTation, but ocon'iwiic rp^constPictlon demands threaten efforte 
and broader deve) opTOents in theee fleJda, To assure the totde developroent 
of educyti'n, 11 is neces ary to a firm cprasy of Mancl sm-Leni sra 

arid j''‘ato Tse-tun/^ ’ « thinking ' to oar ©duCRtl tinal !ni‘'’thodsc 

Empirical '’rjucntion la a 3 tur'bl i nt; block to ednC'^tlonal expansion and 
must b^.' eradicated^ However thin does not mean we are opposed to 
" pu*ao t i c a.l f / ^ 1 ^ rK.’ e ’’ 1 n d'tjc a tl on , which Is an en t ir«l y di f ‘ er ont 
matt,er. 

Empiiicaj education is blind, narrow^ doctrinaire and die organ! 7:^0. 

ThevSe are some of the mrinifestations of empirical education j 

Advocates of empiirl cal education smuf,;!/ believe tl«b their eubjective 
exped ience in educational, work gives them a thorough under#' ending of 
educational probleme and local condition®, conaequontly they conduct 
no lnv©€itlg8ft.lonJS or r®tte«reh^ It oaimot, however, be denied that 
thev Whrve soBee und® "standing of local condition® axid em® educational 
experience* But educational caqjerience of mm particular period and 
knowledge of conditions in one area are not iwacesaarlly applicable 
at another time and place# becauae these vary, Ijwal educational 
cadrea, aapaclidly m<mg the older eorlEera, hacve shown serlcww ^ 

vlationa in thia resp«et« Long paTtlcipatlon la r avobirtlc^^ wbric 
wad® then Indlfferefat to reaearoh, and they ac«|udxed a xiaxrw aubjectlve 
outlook* Tbla »hould be lnrre#iig«t®d bgr adne^i^^ 
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i Yh0 nttVHfteuiocriitdc pirliieiplMi ot€aaioMm mA iivrtttstl gait ion uRidi 

’ > 
r<^a«arch should bo ba«od on MArxiini*»l 4 minl«n md Mmo 7»ft^tung*8 

thinkjjAg« Qroai reaultfi hme boen acconpHshod In roeearch mA 

investigation oinoo the owitral auDiorities decided to carry out 

this program^, The old eTwplricid educator® grudglnfjly fMi^idlpaUxl 

in reeiMuxih and Inve^rtii^jation, but only in* a «u^erficlal way# 

Tlieae arc two fiZrumplGs of their irfoakncsseai 

They go about research and inveoiigatio© blindly, not knowing 

wtiat the problf?nja are and wtiat mufft be Invertigated to help ooive 

a parti cellar pronlem# ITiey negi®<d to- investigate such vital 

facte a.^ ):opulation oT a school area, sianpower, Laiid, niianiity of 

harvest, roiid bions of thf? ir.asf-'ea, customs and hablta, 

* etc. They ^aots rfgrir'i^np the ■ ti <;naJ system^ such as, 

school e x;«endl lurea, curriculisn^ teachers, t, ©achin'"’ moth ods, 

i extra-curricular v ties^ and such facts as ap’es, prad s, and 

h:d vj t.a] ri;, fi'preMoer cmionp student. s© Without [.'roper inveetigat loriv 

©d^lCati oiial workers woi'k In the darko 

Seconfliy ewpiriciats have a nar *ow view of educaUcHc Bduc itlon 

should Uj b.-ased on the Karx-Lenin and Mao f®©'-t’ing prim! pie® 'Aii.s mean® 

that students whould learn that which is practical® In rural areas 

student® studying th® national languapte should l©am those characters 

■ representing object® that ai'e closest to such as their own 

Htme and the naia® of their Tillage etc® In each rubjeetj^ the con*» 

^ tent taught should be related those objects fi&nd conditions that 

are nearest to tti/m and which can be Imediataly usedo Education^ 

S' however p should not stop at this point | it should adveioc® further, 

' progressing frean the simple to the complex extending frcBS the 

i 

I locsi to world® 

f) Another principle in tha iwns^dasaocratic edtacdtlon calls for the 

. proiaotion of " produetioii»educatlon ^ and student participation in 

production activities# This principle develops in the student a 

f 

■ respect for labor and a mass ” vievpolirt# Moreover it he ip. 

I to ii»cr«suie e dtecfttional fiuads and thus rediw5« the peoples^ 
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««iu »« «. ■ - 

studoat pirtlcip«tlo« In proAieUMi (rtnrtnd, lno«« In «»• n»n dlntrtnts 

Mrn incrwand. Bat in the co«r». of tht. nowaontW "«• 

mado. At tliwo tartbooko oortidmd too much Mtw^ol on " prodAttoa- 
•acnotion,- «nd w« rirtanlly proetactlon-hondboolw. Students in tho 
rural cir. S8 part.icipatsd more actiroly in production t ban otudentfl In 
the urban areas. C-,nasqu«itly urt^an students require more production 
scfvlties, while rural students req'ulro wore cuiturnl education, 
in pr«weting « prodwtion-education.-asphanls should be given to 
. « thought-education. " Many echools, for the sake of rev«me., empW 
sixed " producUon-taucttlon.- and as a ree dt scholastic achievements 

\jere ix>oro 

A thorough • eowlea e of ca[)ltal,l»t rlass-ducatiot) J t necessary 
to und..rsta,-,d th^ oju odur nUor, ana .o - .t ..dUnh the new. The new 
education caruKot bo b.tiit wathout opooHinp the capitalist educational 
the,^ry of divorcin,; theory '> frosi " practice ■- In the past 
:„ar.y ed.ca 1 ,ors in thw. oid ilberated area, did not ande-tiand 
capitaliat-ciass e*aation. aa a result they were pth.-sonere to t oes>,. 


who practiced this form of education in their own areas. 


'^^^iriclam naniferrts itself In eAwation In a doctrinaire and 

donatio faaW on. Hiaplrlcsl-oducaUcn and doctrlnaire-cducatl. n are di' 

ferent, the fomer issgarde emplrictas as a doctrine while the latter 
taKos eitpenonce as a doctrine. Both regard their own doctrine as 
a measuring rod and neither pays any attention W historical 
condition* or to the clalna of the bther. atptrical ediKatore 
apply sui^erficlal methods in sHrectU^ edacsiionel actlvltlas, 
in subh inpoi^t matters a* building new schools, the eafdjrlciste 
merely lookAt the n«aber of schools that wasted last year and 
decide that the iMBber mast Incwnsm withoBt eeasldsriag 
d^sisive factors ns ths st^wterd of Uvlng linA political and 
cultural iwni of ths lahnbit«rt», Bwre are eth«r wtrem* essisples 
nbere wpiriaiht. n^alndy «*««« •tosUonal •taodtfds and ni»ihada 
to rural area* and vica-ver**. Isplrl^ wist be emd'cated and 
replaoed by creativeneaa if aAiciatlon ia goS^ to progreaa. 
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Tho foartli moniftBittiioii of iHplrlolfn in Mtootion U 
dliorgofilftaiioA* TlOa mAnlfootatloii (IOO0 not noon tlio aibomo 
of nodcff it la uiu^rganiiod and ebaotio aotit that 1^91^00 a 

doal of pi^oOmiM m roo\ilia« ' "'N 

Thoro io a lot of holt e1^<ok«Ito7^ but n^ dooloiona or plana ao 
to nhat ?«ust recalvo firtsrt priority# ^i^aponaiblo loadbra in 
aducatlonal a(ki niatratidii are comernod oitli funde and the 
cacU*«s - borth of which are important •* but they no "loot tho ©aaontlal 
pxATpose of education learning* In cooforences amch tl»® la 
cca3\jmed in discussing problems that are unrolatod to the main 
subject* This ctlaord^ rllness is reflected mmg elementary studonia 
as well as ptivlcnts in the middle schools and uni vera It le 3 « Those 
students hold ruirnherless ccnferencee with endless discuasdon® 
that produce no conciusions* This Is a reflection of ^he small 
'vuirpeci v‘5r. ment'dlity that arises froaa an 'm]lanned rural economy 
where };roductlon Is hapha».ftrd and individually controlled* 

Marx/, ed’Kin ti onal cadrcinen ccmo from the small txnirgi'ioee class 

. A,-*- 

and quite natural that their v<ork reflects this mentality* 
Another reason for this dlBorderliness 1® the low cxiltural 
level of educaticffial worker® whose knowledge of common affair® 
and of Harx-Lenin principles is meager « Furthermore, aam ®d«» 
ucational cadres spend too imsoh time on adteinistrative waiter® 
and neglect research^ 

These '.re soete of BethotSi j* tMeh «nplrlclaa can be 

( 1 ) i 

ramounteds l9ir<0ngth®n the of Ita^Leni^ principle® ami 

M hit^ iirlUiaJL 

Tso-tiing® » thinking » mud prmgyta d^mailS^dielm^tlcal 
wateriaHsw* (2) Increase the study of ©dnciitlcmal pollci®® ®o 
that ediicatiosya pracUoa® and nathocto will confom with ' 
poliM^wi* (3) tamild tha tMiAdac •dtaeatiaial oadyoa* 

(5) Arrange and elaaalljr tte aaUvlUaa and dntiaa of taaelMn. 

*ha» ar« aot anoogtiatoaUaiMl aadma vltli aufflalmA know- 
ladg* and ability to alanrato.adaaatlaeal wn# Tiy ttomiawlfaiii 
It la aaaanUal thali all educaticatal orgms halp toaehera 

•cava thalr dimealUM, 
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